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Two days ago, after meeting with Governors
from both the Democratic and Republican Par-
ties, I announced that we’re going to host a
national bipartisan working session on welfare
reform at the White House in January. I call
for this session as a first step in an honest and
forthright discussion about America’s welfare
system and how to fix it. It’s not going to be
easy, but our responsibility to the American peo-
ple is to put aside partisan differences and to
turn our full attention to the problems at hand.

The American people deserve a Government
that honors their values and spends their money
wisely and a country that rewards people who
work hard and play by the rules. Working to-
gether, that’s what we can give them.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:19 p.m. on
December 8 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
10.

Remarks Following the First Session of the Summit of the Americas
in Miami
December 10, 1994

Good morning. We have just completed the
first working session of our summit on trade
and economic integration. We are off to an ex-
cellent start. The 34 democratically elected lead-
ers of our hemisphere have agreed to establish
a free trade area of the Americas. This historic
step will produce real opportunities for more
jobs and solid, lasting prosperity for our peoples.

The agreement is specific and concrete. We
have set the year 2005 as our deadline for nego-
tiating a free trade area, and we have agreed
that there will be real progress before the end
of the century. The agreement will cover a com-
prehensive list of areas, from tariffs on goods
to services to agricultural and intellectual prop-
erty. We have set a highly detailed timetable
that will include regular meetings of our min-
isters for trade. Talks will begin next month.

In less than a decade, if current trends con-
tinue, this hemisphere will be the world’s largest
market, more than 850 million consumers buy-
ing $13 trillion worth of goods and services.
When our work is done, the free trade area
of the Americas will stretch from Alaska to Ar-
gentina. It is the key building block in our cre-
ation of a partnership for prosperity. It will build
upon the many bilateral and multilateral agree-
ments already existing between our nations.

We want to replace the many conflicting and
different trade and other regulatory agreements
with one that is consistent, while making sure
to assist smaller economies in transition. We will
ask the Organization of American States and
the Inter-American Development Bank to assist

in this transition and integration. And we have
pledged that our free trade area of the Americas
will not raise new barriers to nations outside
our region and will be fully consistent with the
rules of the World Trade Organization. We have
reaffirmed our commitment to make our indi-
vidual trade and environmental policies mutually
supportive and to further secure the observance
and promotion of workers’ rights.

Let me emphasize, none of us—none of us—
underestimates the hard work ahead. But from
the leaders of our hemisphere’s largest econo-
mies to the smallest, we believe the rewards
will be great and very much worth the effort.
We believe the agreement we have made today
to launch the free trade area of the Americas
will produce more jobs, higher incomes, and
greater opportunities for all of our people.

From here we’re going to a working lunch,
where we’ll discuss issues affecting sustainable
development. Our final session this afternoon
will focus on the steps we will take to strengthen
our democracies. I can think of no more appro-
priate way to end this day, the anniversary of
the adoption of the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the
Gardens at Vizcaya.
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